Dear Drs. Goddeeris, Van Drissche and my colleagues, 

I hope you are all at least still doing exceedingly well. It's my great pleasure to update my academic journeys. 

After I acquired a solid background in molecular biology (2001-2003), I joined the PhD program in biomedical sciences at the University of Texas - Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences (GSBS), MD Anderson Cancer Center under the sponsorship of the Vietnam Education Foundation (VEF). VEF enhances bilateral relations between the United States and Vietnam through international educational exchange by providing fellowships to the most talented Vietnamese for graduate study in the United States. My graduate work focused on two different projects: (1) tumorigenesis and tumor suppressor mechanisms; and (2) role of SUMO-specific protease 1 (SENP1) in regulating hematopoietic stem cell differentiation into T and B cells. My first research demonstrated that DNA-damage-induced senescence suppresses tumorigenesis in vivo, which was published in the Journal of Experimental Medicine (Nguyen et al. JEM 204: 1453-1461, 2007). 
I got my PhD in August 2011, and spent 6 months at MD Anderson Cancer Center to complete my second project. The paper describing this work was published in Molecular Cell (Nguyen et al. Molecular Cell 45 (2): 210-221, 2012). 
Recent proteomics advances in mass spectrometry (MS) have provided a powerful tool for systematic analysis of cellular components. I believe that combining proteomics with reconstitution biochemistry will generate deep insights into the components of the ubiquitin system and the mechanisms by which they regulate cellular functions. In turn, these discoveries will reveal how ubiquitin system contributes to disease, which will ultimately help pave the way for the design of more specific and probably more effective therapeutics. To achieve my goals, I joined the laboratory of Dr. Deshaies at Caltech in March 2012. 

Below is my new contact, please let me know if you travel to the US so I will arrange our meeting and discuss about IBMB, Belgium, Belgian beers? 

Thang Van Nguyen, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Scholar 
California Institute of Technology (Caltech) Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) 
1200 E California Blvd. 
Pasadena, CA 91125 
USA 
Cell phone: 626-592-4775 
Email: thangvn@caltech.edu
